JUNE 20, 2021 Pentecost 4

Service of Word and Prayer

We are using parts of the Service of the Word liturgy this morning, from your
green hymn book, the Lutheran Book of Worship, page 126. The prayers are
based on Sundays & Seasons and from the Anglican Diocese of Rupert’s Land
and their “Litany for the Healing and Restoration of our Church”.
Shut off all the distractions in your home. Perhaps print out copies of this for all.
Enjoy the quiet for a bit – take in some deep breaths. Light your candle. May your
family be blessed in this time together.
The Gathering
Greeting: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Call to Worship: Creator of earth and sky, of endless space and burning stars, we
come together in the belief that we are important to you. You created us; you
sustain our lives; you fulfil us with hope. We give thanks for the miracle of spring
and for the power of new life within us and our world; through Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Hymn: ELW 451 - We were baptized in Christ Jesus
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in
trust and hope, we confess our faith.
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Lord be with you ~ and also with you.
Prayer of the day: O God of creation, eternal majesty, you preside over land and
sea, sunshine and storm. By your strength pilot us, by your power preserve us, by
your wisdom instruct us and by your hand protect us, through Jesus Christ, our
Saviour and Lord. Amen.
The Word
The First Reading is from Job 38:1-11
Psalm 107: 1-3, 23-32 found on page 267
The Second Reading is from 2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Please rise for the gospel lesson. Holy, Holy, Holy, our hearts adore you. Our
hearts are glad to say the words: you are Holy God.
Gospel Mark 4:35-41

Deacon Michelle Collins, Manitoba North Western Ontario Synod
Today we begin by acknowledging World Refugee Day on June 20 and National
Indigenous People’s Day on June 21. We give thanks for the gifts these
communities bring to the church and the world, and pray for all those involved in
strengthening, supporting and advocating for the marginalized and vulnerable in
our society.
The kingdom of God is like a group of disciples who get into a boat to cross over
to the other side of a lake. The winds blow and the waves crash, and the disciples
cry out in fear that the forces of nature may overwhelm and destroy them. In fear
and desperation these disciples cry out, only to realize that the one who has
authority to calm the storm is in the storm with them.

With a backdrop of parables and stories about the kingdom of God that are
sometimes confusing and hard to understand, we get this dramatic story about
Jesus calming the storm. From hidden messages of seeds and lamps explained in
private, we now get a story of crashing waves, blowing wind and terrified
disciples. Earlier stories of the invisible life energy in mustard seeds are now
contrasted with this story of the cosmic energy of wind and waves. So, in the
context of the surrounding narrative, this story in Mark reminds us that Jesus’
focus is on demonstrating that the Kingdom of God has come near. It is here and
it is now, and it is present in the lived experience of the community. It’s
interesting to remember that there’s no traditional resurrection appearance in
the earliest versions of Mark. Instead, throughout this gospel, we get glimpses of
the resurrected Christ active and present in the world throughout Jesus’ life and
ministry. The resurrection is more than a one-time event for Mark, who instead
folds the resurrection into the many ways Jesus brings light and life into the
darkness and death around him—the kingdom of God is here. The kingdom of
God is now. The kingdom of God encompasses the whole of creation.
So yes, this is a story about Jesus calming a storm. But it is also a parable—a story
that points us to broader and deeper understandings of God’s reign and of us as
God’s people. And so, like with other parables, we read it with some holy
imagination, and we play with various aspects of the story as we uncover and
discover deeper and deeper lessons and insights about God’s presence and action
in the world and God’s relationship with us.
We find the disciples in a boat, crossing over to the other side of the lake after a
long day of teaching and tending to the needs of the community. Some of Jesus’
teaching makes sense and is lifegiving. Other aspects of Jesus’ teaching remain a
bit of a mystery to these disciples. And yet, when Jesus invites them to join him in
going to a new place, the disciples do it. They may have questions. They may not
always understand Jesus correctly. Sometimes they may downright get it wrong.
But when Jesus invites them to follow, the disciples usually respond. Today is no
different. Jesus invites them to go to the other side of the lake, and there’s no
evidence that they have any concern about it. Jesus is with them. Some of them
are fishermen. It’s a familiar lake that they’re crossing. This should be fine, right?
Well, it was not fine. The winds pick up and soon the disciples find themselves in a
storm. A sudden weather event probably wasn’t unusual for this body of water.
The combination of the shallow water, the surrounding hills and mountains, and
the direction of the wind meant that there were often sudden storms on this lake.

The disciples find themselves in a storm, and there’s something about this storm
that causes them to cry out in fear and desperation.
And when they do, they are reminded that Jesus is still in the boat. The invitation
to cross over to the other side comes from Jesus, and he is still with them in this
boat. He stays in the boat with the disciples throughout this tumultuous crossing.
Jesus is in the boat, and with a reminder that the force of God is stronger than the
force of nature, he rebukes the storm and invites the disciples into deeper trust
and faith. The power and presence of God is real and active, and has the ability to
provide calm and rest in the midst of a storm. The kingdom of God is here. The
kingdom of God is now.
Over the last year, there have been plenty of ways to use the imagery of a storm
to speak to the chaos and disruption we find ourselves in, even as it is clear that
as a church, as a society, and maybe even as a world, we are moving into new
territory—we are crossing over to another side. And in the process of this
crossing, we are in the midst of a storm. With the disciples, we likely have cried
out in fear and frustration—more than once—“Do you not care that we are
perishing!” Do you not care that we are exhausted from isolation and anxiety? Do
you not care that communities are being ravaged by injustice and inequity? Do
you not care that there’s an imbalance of power that feeds privilege and
preferential treatment to some while keeping others dependent and
disadvantaged? Do you not care that a global pandemic continues to restrict the
community and connection that gives us life? Do you not care that we are
perishing?
When the disciples cry out in fear and desperation, Jesus wakes up and responds
to their cries. He rebukes the wind, which is the same action he takes when
casting out demons and disease in other parts of the gospel. Jesus responds to
the fear of the disciples and he rebukes—he casts out—the storm. When he says
“Be still,” I imagine that perhaps the disciples are taken to the words of Psalm
46—Be still…and know that I am God. This story affirms that, in the midst of the
perils and struggles of a storm, when the journey to the next place is still in
process and feels unending, the authority of the crucified and risen Christ is with
us. Be still...and know that I am God. In Jesus—the resurrected Christ—God is
with us. We are not alone in this storm (Sharon Ringe, Wesley Theological
Seminary, workingpreacher.org). Into those cries of desperation, the voice of
Christ speaks…Peace. Be still. Do not be afraid. The wind of the Holy Spirit that
blows over the Church in Pentecost is powerful enough to calm the storms, and

the very real presence of the risen Christ stays with us in this boat, reminding us
that we are not alone and that this invitation to go to another side comes from
the One who accompanies us and encounters us along the journey. As we see and
feel the raging storms around us and within us, we cry out in desperation—
sometimes our own desperation, sometimes on behalf of others—and in that
crying out, we activate, participate in and witness hope and restoration in new
ways.
In this story we find a metaphor for the life of discipleship—responding to the
invitation of Jesus to allow the Holy Spirit to move the church to another side, to
stay on this journey of faith as it takes us into new territory, and to continue to be
attentive to the mysterious ways the reign of God is revealed in our communities.
As we continue to live through this pandemic, we find ourselves caught up in the
wind and waves of disruption and change. But Jesus is with us in this boat as we
follow the call of discipleship into mission and ministry in new ways. Jesus is with
us in this boat as we tirelessly and faithfully find new ways of staying connected
and strengthening community. Jesus is with us in this boat as we continue to care
for and lift up the needs of those around us. Jesus is with us in this boat as we
face the pain and realities of our history and privilege, as we repent of our role in
systems of oppression, and as we continue to work for reconciliation with those
whom we have harmed.
As much as we may wish this journey would be smooth and without struggle, the
reality is that we find ourselves in a storm. In fact, as we respond to the invitation
to follow Christ deeper into the world around us, we discover that crossing to
another side with Jesus tends to be risky, and often leads us into some
unpredictable situations where we are faced with our deep fears and concerns.
We may find that following Jesus often takes us into encounters of pain and
suffering in the world. And it is into these experiences where Jesus’ powerful
words of peace and healing are most needed.
At the end of this story, the disciples are not sure exactly who this Jesus is. They
still have questions. Their faith still needs some strengthening, and they have
moments where they still don’t get it. But Jesus continues to invite them into
relationship with him and participation in God’s mission. Jesus continues to have
conversations with them, continues to answer their questions, and continues to
try to find new ways to demonstrate who he is and what he is about. He
continues to call them to faithfully follow him. These moments where fear and

faith collide become epiphany moments, where the light and revelation of God is
made real in new ways.
And so, it is with us. The promises poured over us in the waters of baptism are
more powerful than the waves of chaos, disruption and struggle we experience
throughout life. Strengthened and sustained by these promises, we navigate
individual and community storms as we seek to make our way to the other side—
as we seek to follow this call of discipleship. When the storms become just a bit
stronger than we can handle on our own, we find comfort in the reminder that
the resurrected Christ is still in the boat with us. The resurrection is not just a onetime thing, but a reality that folds into daily life. When our fear becomes stronger
than our faith, we cry out to the One who has power and authority over the wind
and the waves. And when our questions consume us and keep us from seeing a
way forward, we hear once again the voice of God casting out our fear, speaking
into the storm with a word of peace, and inviting us to stay close in relationship.
The kingdom of God is like a group of people who seek to follow Jesus, even when
they don’t always know what that means. As they face the storms of life—
individually and on behalf of others—they discover over and over that the One
who has authority over the wind and the waves is the one who calls them, who
invites them to cross over to the other side, who stays with them in the midst of
the storm, and who faithfully speaks words of peace and calm into their fears and
doubts. Amen.
Hymn: ELW 689 / LBW 409 - Praise and Thanksgiving

Our Response
OFFERING PRAYER Gracious God, receive our gifts as you receive us. You walk
beside us and you meet us in hunger with bread from heaven. Nourish us anew in
your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend to others with this
same love, through Jesus Christ our saving grace. Amen.
Prayers of the People by Joanne Bretzlaff
Let us come before the triune God in prayer.

A brief silence.
Holy God, you gather your people from east and west, north and south. We pray
for the mission of the church throughout the world, that your steadfast love may
be made known to all peoples. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You laid the foundations of the earth and the waters are the womb of creation.
The morning stars sing your name and all creation shouts for joy. We pray for
your blessed creation, that it may continue to flourish and magnify your glory.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You keep watch over all nations. Forgive us for our complicit tolerance of the
decimation of Indigenous family structures, and the effects on their culture,
language, and spirituality, and practices that left children vulnerable. We need
your grace to help us undo unjust legal, educational, health and social structures
that continue to oppress and destroy the lives of many Indigenous people. 1 Lord in
your mercy, hear our prayer.
You are close to the broken hearted and near to those in distress. We pray for
those who are experiencing oppression. Liberate us from the systems and chains
that bind us. Remove the barriers that separate us from one another. We pray for
those who are ill especially . . . . . . . . . .Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You dwell with us in this faith community. We pray for our leaders and elders.
Grant them knowledge, patience, and kindness, that through their leadership you
may be exalted in this assembly. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Your love endures in all situations. On this Father’s Day, we pray for those who
are fathers or wish to be fathers, for those with broken or strained relationships,
for those who are missing their fathers, and for fathers who have lost children.
Bless and strengthen them. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. Amen.
The peace of Christ be with you always . . . . . . . . and also with you.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Hymn: ELW 763 / WOV 781 - My Life Flows On in Endless Song
Benediction
God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the
comforter keep you in peace. Amen.
Dismissal
Go in peace. and share the good news. Thanks be to God.

